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Product
Edmodo is a web based course management system that is free for educators to use for their classes.  To use the program, you do need to register with the site, and provide them with a current e-mail address.  Once you have created an account, you are then free to set up your classes and activities.  The unique thing about this product is the approach.  Edmodo is created to look like facebook, and it brings a “social networking” feel to the realm of course management systems.  The thinking behind this is to bring a concept the students are familiar with (facebook) and use it as an educational tool.
Uses
I was introduced to Edmodo in the spring of 2011 by a fellow Graduate student in another course.  Edmodo has almost unlimited uses for the classroom teacher.  Teachers can upload files, link to web pages, and give assignments and quizzes.  Each created class or “group” as edmodo calls them has its own grade book function, which allows each educator to track the results of their students.  As it does also function as a “social network” it allows for discussions and postings to be made on the class page.  Instructors can also create polls and give “alerts” that they can assign to an individual group, or any different combination of groups (for example:  Early dismissal!).  
Operating Requirements
Edmodo is a web based program, so the only requirement is a computer, tablet, or notebook with internet access.
Evaluation (pro’s, con’s, practicality of use)
The main pro of this program is the way that information is presented to students.  Most students in today’s world are members of a social network of some kind, whether its facebook, myspace, or Google+.  Since students are familiar with communicating and accessing information in this type of format, it is a very easy system for them to learn.
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Assignments given by the teacher can be in almost any format, as the instructor and the students can upload files to edmodo.  Students can then attach a word document or slide show, or any product of that sort.  In addition, edmodo allows for links to be included right into the assignment page, so that if you want a student to see a different website, the site can be linked directly to the assignment.  Also, if the student’s product was also web based, they could include a link to their work when they turn in the assignment.
Edmodo also has a quiz making function, so that any assessments of material that the students need to take can be done right on the site.  It is also possible to link other online quizzes and tests to the edmodo site, so students are able to access their tests directly from the edmodo site.
One last feature is the online grade book.  It is through this function that instructors are able to track each student’s scores and progress on each assignment.  If an assignment is done unacceptably, it is [image: ]possible to “delete” the student’s submission, and tell them what was wrong with it, and what changes they can make. 
Edmodo is a fairly easy program to learn to use for both instructors and students.  The biggest negative I have seen in using the program so far (I started using it in my classes this fall) is that students can tend to get a bit “social” in their posts.  They attempt to make posts on the class edmodo board that are not school related, and more about their personal lives.  It took me a while to figure out how to stop this.  I learned I was able to set up each class with the option of “moderating” all posts, so that they have to be approved by the teacher before they will be seen by the class.  Another negative is that it is a website, and if it would happen to be under construction, or if there are updates going on, the site may become unavailable (this has happened to me once).
On the student side of things, one key difference between edmodo and a social networking site, is that in order to properly turn in an assignment, the students have a “Turn In” button that they need to push when they enter their work (or attachment, or link).  They cannot simply “reply” to the post to turn in the assignment.  Although this seems a simple procedure, it can be confusing and/or frustrating for some students.  It’s important to make sure they learners are guided with clear and concise instructions, especially early on in the semester until they get the hang of things.
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